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Celebrating

NINTH: It has been my long cherished aim and purpose, and it is my will, to
establish a foundation to acquire a substantial part of my estate, the income
from which, and if need be the principal also, shall be employed for charitable,
civic, educational and benevolent purposes.
- Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick
As we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Geneseo
Foundation, we must pause and reflect on the foresight
of the man whose generosity five decades ago has
greatly impacted our community. Upon his death in
1961, it was the long cherished aim and purpose of
George B. Dedrick to establish a foundation for
Geneseo and the surrounding area. A lifelong
Geneseo businessman, his wish to bequeath a portion
of his estate towards this charitable trust would assure
growth and vitality for future Geneseo generations.

“What a man does for himself
dies with him. What he does
for his community lives long
after he dies.”
—Theodore Roosevelt

Additional benefactors who believed in Mr. Dedrick’s
vision have also supported and contributed to the
Geneseo Foundation, helping to grow the original
$1,000,000 gift to over $7.2 million dollars today.
Hundreds of organizations and thousands of our
citizens have been helped by grants in the millions of
dollars, due to a legacy of generosity begun in 1961.
During the past 50 years over $8.1 million dollars has
been awarded in grants by the Geneseo Foundation.

Mr. George B. Dedrick

50th Anniversary

1961
to
2011

Celebrating 50 Years
of Giving

Ice Cream Social
Guest Speakers at the Geneseo Foundation’s
50th Anniversary Ice Cream Social
Pictured L to R: Molly Hamer, Geneseo Park District; Todd Sieben, Chairman of the
Geneseo Foundation Board of Managers; Scott Kuffel, Superintendent of Geneseo
School District; Ted McAvoy, Geneseo School Facility Enhancement Foundation;
and Gary ZumMallen, Geneseo Public Library District.

www.geneseofoundation.org

Naming the Foundation —
To carry out such aim and purpose, I give, devise and bequeath all the
rest, residue and remainder of my estate to Central Trust & Savings Bank
of Geneseo, Illinois, as Trustee, for the purpose of the following:
A. It shall establish a trust fund which I desire to be
known as The Geneseo Foundation - Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick
Upon his direction, the trust fund established by the remainder of his estate, clearly expresses his wishes for the fund to
be called The Geneseo Foundation. Some often refer to the Foundation as the “Dedrick Fund”, a name which the
unassuming Mr. Dedrick would have refused to accept. His wish to name it the Geneseo Foundation clearly put the
emphasis right where he wanted, on Geneseo and not on himself.

Donor Designed Gifts — Become a Part of the Legacy
Through a Donor Designed Gift to the Geneseo Foundation, you retain
the privilege of advising the distributions of your charitable giving. The
donor’s input is to advise the Geneseo Foundation of possible recipients
and recommendations in respect to distributions. Donors will often use
a Donor Designed Gift to free themselves of the administrative and time
requirements in managing their philanthropic giving. A benefit to the
donor is that the recipient has already been qualified as a tax-exempt
organization. The Foundation completes the recordkeeping and can
donate anonymously if the donor desires. Your contributions to the fund
may also be tax deductible in the year it’s made.
A single contribution to a Donor Designed Gift through the Geneseo Foundation may benefit multiple
charities. You may also establish a Donor Designed Gift through your will naming specific charities as
recipients for future contributions. Donors who opt for this type of gift should be aware that while they
advise on the recipients of their funds, the Geneseo Foundation Board of Managers may make the final
determination with respect to the distribution of funds.
If you are interested in becoming a part of the Geneseo Foundation’s legacy through a Donor Designed Gift,
we invite you to contact the Trust Division at Central Bank Illinois, PO Box 89, Geneseo IL 61254 or call
309-944-5608.

Grants — Eligibility
Eligible nonprofit organizations that have a tax exempt
status as a 501(c)(3) may request an application from
the Geneseo Foundation by calling the Central Bank
Trust Division at 309-944-5608, or visit us online at
www.geneseofoundation.org.
Grant applications are reviewed monthly by the
Foundation’s Board of Managers. We welcome
requests for assistance. Application deadlines
are the first of every month.

www.geneseofoundation.org

Scholarships
A strong belief in continued
education allows numerous
students the opportunity to further
their education through
scholarships from the Geneseo
Foundation. Others sharing this belief of educational
value have added scholarship dollars to the Geneseo
Foundation, either in honor of, or in the memory of a
loved one. Today, an average of $45,000 is awarded
in scholarships to graduating seniors every year.
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George B. Dedrick — As We Know Him
Written by Carl H. Burgston, February, 1966
This writing is to be placed with the “Last Will and Testament” of George B. Dedrick. The purpose is to place on record a
truthful and simple account so that we may better appreciate his generous gift to Geneseo; also, that the generations yet unborn may
in their day better visualize this man through these recorded words.
John Dedrick, father of George, came to this country from Sweden in 1858.
He served throughout the Civil War with the armies of the North and later came
to Geneseo where he lived the remainder of his life. John Dedrick was one of the
charter members of E.J. Jenkins Post No. 432, Grand Army of the Republic. He
took great pride in the work of the Post and served as one of its commanders.
To the marriage of John and Frances Dedrick were born three daughters and
two sons. Henry, the oldest, operated a grocery store at Janesville, Wisconsin,
throughout his adult life; Mrs. Henry Dedrick was the daughter of Judge and
Mrs. George Waite of Geneseo. George, who is the subject of this writing, was
unmarried. Flora married Eugene Campbell and live in LaGrange, Illinois. A
son, George, and a daughter, Lucille, gladdened the home of this marriage.
Jesse, like George, did not marry but spent much of her time with her parents and
in later years with her brother. She was an artist and some of her paintings were
displayed in art galleries. She now resides along the ocean’s edge at Rockport,
Massachusetts. Eva, the youngest in the John Dedrick family, was an English
high school teacher in Geneseo. She now lives in Davenport, Iowa, and is the
mother of a son and daughter.
Let us now turn to the church life of the Dedrick family. John Dedrick,
George B. Dedrick in his office located in Dedrick & Company
after returning from the battlefields of the Civil War, immediately turned to the
religious aspects of man. In the year 1868- - - from the church records we obtained
During the past 50 years,
this information, “A meeting of persons desirous of forming a religious society more
the Geneseo Foundation
in accordance with their convictions of the truth than any now existing in Geneseo.”
has awarded nearly
This was the beginning of the Unitarian Church. The Dedrick family were active
$8.1
million
dollars in grants.
members in church life and Sunday school from the beginning of the Unitarian
Church. Mrs. John Dedrick was a talented china painter and thoroughly enjoyed teaching the young people the art of painting and
kilning. This added an unusual interest among the younger girls of the church. Throughout the years of the Unitarian Church, the
father, and later the son, were members of the Board of Trustees, giving of themselves to the support and governing of this church.
In order to have a better perspective of George Dedrick, we must again turn to the life of his father who started a grocery
business in the year 1869 in a wooden building where the Campbell Department Store now stands. This building was moved across
the alley and replaced by the present building in 1891. The following year the son bought one-fourth interest which consisted of a
grocery (now north half of Kneens) and the present Campbell Department Store. They were joined midway by a ramp arch-way;
the north one-half was stocked with crockery. This was subsequently abandoned to be replaced by a large stock of dry goods and
footwear. These were the days when mother and grandmother picked a pattern, selected cloth from a bolt, set herself at the sewing
machine, or needle in hand, and made shirts and pants for the men folks, blouses and dresses for the ladies. Through the archway to
the grocery side, kerosene by the gallon with a small potato forced on the pouring spout, coffee, cookies, crackers and candies by the
barrel, flour in 49# sacks, baking powder and soda for the baking, and breakfast food consisting of oatmeal and Cream of Wheat for
the morning meal. Mr. Dedrick, in his sixty-eight years in the grocery and dry goods business saw cloth by the bolt go to readymade garments and food from the bulk to the package, ready to bake and serve. George became sole owner in 1914.
Mr. Dedrick, aside from his own business, was concerned about the progress of Geneseo. In 1902 he served as president of
Geneseo’s first Retail Merchants Association, and largely through the efforts of this body the William Munson Canning Co. Factory
and T.K. Ellsbery Seed House were established in our city. The present Chamber of Commerce was organized in 1922 of which he
was a director and served as president in 1930 and 1931. Mr. Dedrick also served for ten years as president of the City Telephone
Company, which is the present Geneseo Telephone Company. Business associates and friends who for many years new George B.
Dedrick firmly agree in their expression that this man had a sincere and genuine desire that Geneseo should be a community where
continued on page 5
www.geneseofoundation.org
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For care of the sick, aged, handicapped, orphaned and helpless, and for
the care of needy men, women and children. - Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick

Geneseo Food Pantry
$38,500.00 Given Since 1988
The mission of the Geneseo Food
Pantry is to provide food, clothing
and short-term assistance for
families and individuals, enabling
them to be functional, effective
and healthy. Grants from the
Geneseo Foundation have aided
the Food Pantry since its
origination in 1982.

Good Shepherd Foundation

Abilities Plus
$160,900.00 Given Since 1988
Abilities Plus,
located in Kewanee
is focused on
serving individuals
with developmental
disabilities. The
Geneseo Foundation
has assisted the organization through its
Endowment Fund, the “Building for A+ Stars”
Campaign, their Residential Campaign and
smaller grants to aid with services for clients.

$87,000.00 Given Since 1988
With support from the Geneseo
Foundation, the Good Shepherd
Foundation provides a wide
range of substance abuse
services to the people of Henry
County. From evaluation to
treatment, Good Shepherd
serves adolescents and adults
through innovative programs.

Additional recipients:
Rebuilding Together—Geneseo/Cambridge
Henry County Youth Services
Marriage & Family Counseling
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Geneseo Development & Growth Inc.
Braveheart
Children’s Therapy Center

For promoting scientific or medical research for the advancement of
human knowledge and the alleviation of human suffering, or the
suffering of animals.
- Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick

Hammond Henry Hospital

Niabi Zoological Society

$390,000.00 Given Since 1988

$100,000.00 Given Since 1988

Hammond Henry Hospital in
Geneseo offers a state-of-the-art
facility with innovative healthcare.
Oftentimes grants from The
Geneseo Foundation have been
the lead gift in building expansion
and additional services projects,
allowing the hospital to meet
rapidly evolving changes in
healthcare. Skilled and extended
care services, primary care
physicians, outpatient, and
inpatient services are all available.

A gift from the Geneseo
Foundation aided in the
construction of the new
African Outpost, small
exhibits area at Niabi
Zoo. The Zoo is home
to over 900 animals and
enjoyed by thousands of Geneseo and
surrounding area residents annually.

www.geneseofoundation.org

Additional recipients:
Henry County Humane Society
Geneseo High School Science Labs
Hammond Henry Hospital Auxiliary
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George B. Dedrick — As We Know Him

(continued from page 3)

business was on the move, new homes built, improvement accomplished, with progressive people who would acclaim with great
pride, “Geneseo is my town.”
In addition to Mr. Dedrick’s long continued stewardship to the Unitarian Church, he served as a board member of the Geneseo
Library from the year 1898 until the year of his death in 1960. Of the sixty-two years of service on the board, Mr. Dedrick served as
president from 1951 to 1960. Throughout his life he was a constant reader and maintained the strong belief that to educate one’s
self he must have access to a library offering youth and adult, historical, scientific, current, national and world information. In all
these many years Mr. Dedrick served on our library board in a most humble manner. He maintained the conviction that to learn and
gain knowledge one must be an extensive and understanding reader.
What were the recreation interests of this man? Aside from his business and extensive reading he had very limited diversion. In
his earlier years he was an ardent chess player and later took up the popular game of bridge. At the Country Club he played hard
court croquet and golf. The latter, to George, a somewhat passive recreation. Mr. Dedrick, in his comparatively early days of
motoring, drove a large car of the best made. He was never known to own a small car. His day to day living was reflected by the
standard and performance of the automobile he drove. In a large sense this was one of his enjoyable diversions.
The Central Trust & Savings Bank was organized in February 1907, with C.R. Boice as president and Theo. Becker as vice
president. Soon after its organization, Mr. Boice, due to advanced age, deferred to Mr. Becker who became president and George
Dedrick, one of the organizers and stockholders, became vice president and later in 1917, became president. He served in this
capacity from 1917 until 1959, at which time he was made chairman of the board. Throughout these many years Mr. Dedrick’s
business judgment was highly respected. His opinions on banking investment were often sought after by the banking personnel and
board of directors. In the aftermath of World War I, with war’s inevitable depression, Mr. Dedrick was of the mind regarding an
over due loan to a borrower — if he be earnest, willing and honest, this man is deserving of added consideration.
To we who are living, and to you in the future generations will ask, how did Mr. Dedrick gather his wealth, and why did he
bequeath to Geneseo and its area such a large portion of its earnings. Aside from current reading he studied extensively in the
money investment field. The stocks in his Last Will and Testament were bought by Mr. Dedrick at a period when it was most
advantageous to the buyers. These stocks are today of the best value and earnings. These stocks were not Mr. Dedrick’s trading
stock, rather he knew the potential possibilities and through the years, by the “splitting of stock” his holdings increased in number
and their earnings multiplied. Now we may ask, why did he establish this portion of his estate as the Geneseo Foundation? Mr.
Dedrick states in his will, “It has been my long cherished aim and purpose that this stipulated portion was to be employed for
charitable, civic, educational and benevolent purposes.”
George Dedrick was a very reserved person, and carried an admirable dignity, and yet he enjoyed conversation with friends and
people of business contact. He was not one to be engaged in loose and critical talk, or express words of prejudice and resentment
toward any persons. He was well informed, stood for and would promote projects and changes he thought to be right and beneficial.
People who shared business decisions with Mr. Dedrick admired him for his judgment and honored him for his tolerant
consideration toward those differed in their contentions on matters of decision.
Mr. George Dedrick was tall and erect in stature; honest in all his aspirations; and kind toward all men. He lived the days of his
years in dignity and admirable humility.

For assisting charitable, benevolent, civic or educational institutions,
whether supported wholly or in part by private donations or by taxation.
- Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick

Geneseo School District

Geneseo Public Library

$59,170.00 Given Since 1988

$513,500.00 Given Since 1988

From academics to extra curricular
activities and facility enhancements, the
Geneseo Foundation has played an
instrumental role in the development of
students within the Geneseo School District.
Achieving a level of academic excellence
has prepared students for life beyond their
primary education.

George Dedrick’s conviction that to learn and
gain knowledge one must be an extensive reader
is strengthened through the Foundation’s support
of the Geneseo library. The George B. Dedrick
Public Library recently moved into its new
home on North Chicago Street in Geneseo;
we believe George would be proud of the
District’s accomplishments.

www.geneseofoundation.org
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For providing facilities for public recreation, comfort and convenience.
- Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick

Geneseo Park District
$918,500.00 Given Since 1982
George Dedrick’s wish to provide public
recreation facilities has been surpassed
with the numerous Park District facilities
and programs. State of the art athletic
and aquatic facilities, along with a mix of
fitness programs and teachings serve all
generations. Coupled with a senior
center and child daycare, the Geneseo
Park District complex truly serves young
and old alike.

Geneseo Foundation
Activity Center
$400,000.00 Given Since 1988
The Geneseo School Facility
Enhancement Foundation has received
major support from the Foundation to
assist in the fruition of the Geneseo Foundation
Activity Center. This multi-sport complex is
utilized year round by school sports teams,
athletic training and traveling teams hosting
practices and tournaments.

Richmond Hill Players
$125,000.00 Given Since 1988
Theater and the arts have received gifts
through the Geneseo Foundation to assist
with renovation of the Richmond Hill Barn
Theatre for the enjoyment of others. The
Barn Theatre has been host to dozens of
performances showcasing talent throughout
the Geneseo area.

Making the Dream a Reality
$250,000.00
$290,000.00
$38,500.00
$15,000.00
$300,000.00
$25,000.00

1982
1995
1997
1999
2002
2009

Construct the Community Center
Built the Indoor Pool
Renovate the Central Theatre
Develop Anderson Memorial Park
Expand the Community Center
Renovate the Indoor Pool Lobby

Additional recipients:
Izaak Walton League
William Cole Memorial Cabin
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Friends of the Hennepin Canal
Geneseo Art League
Boy Scouts of ILLOWA
Stone Field Baseball Complex
Milliken Diamond Project
Antique Engine
& Tractor Association

At the country club, along with a
coterie of friends, he played an old form
of hard-court croquet, rogue. And no
matter how hot, he was in a three-piece
suit with tie and hat, a gold watch chain
and fob dangling from his vest.
Geneseo Republic
November 23, 1984

Youth Sports:

Baseball, Basketball, Football & Soccer
$250,254.00 Given Since 1988
The thrill of athletic competition has been experienced
by thousands of youngsters due to the generosity
of the Geneseo Foundation. Assistance towards
facilities, playing fields, equipment and uniforms has
been given in support of Mr. Dedrick’s interests in
recreation and love of children.

www.geneseofoundation.org
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Geneseo Foundation Grants, 2010-2011
The Geneseo Foundation provided over $300,000.00 in previous year pledges
and current grants to qualified organizations during 2010 — 2011. Here are just
a few of the local community groups and projects supported:

$

50,100.00
20,000.00
12,000.00
10,382.70
9,000.00
7,500.00
6,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
4,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
2,500.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,600.00
1,500.00
1,095.00
1,000.00
1,900.00

$153,577.70

Scholarships Awarded
Antique Engine & Tractor Association
Junior Achievement of the Heartland
Atkinson Public Library
Geneseo Art League
Geneseo Community Chest
Henry County Youth Services Bureau
Friends of the Hennepin Canal
City of Geneseo — Stone Field Baseball Complex
Teen Reach Adventure Camp
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mississippi Valley
Geneseo Development & Growth, Inc.
Geneseo Marriage & Family Counseling
City of Geneseo — Fireworks
Children’s Therapy Center of the Quad Cities
Good Shepherd Foundation
Geneseo Youth Football
City of Geneseo — North Park Project
William Cole Memorial Cabin
Geneseo Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Geneseo Endowment for Excellence in Education
— Geneseo High School After Prom
Smaller Miscellaneous Grants

Geneseo Food Pantry
L to R: John DuBois, Geneseo Foundation Board
Member; Nancy Noard, Food Pantry Director;
and Jolynn Kitterman, Associate Director.

“His contribution to
Geneseo is one that
will not be forgotten.”
George B. Dedrick’s Obituary
Geneseo Republic
March 3, 1960

Illowa Council — Camp Loud Thunder

Total Grants Awarded

L to R: John T. Greenwood, Geneseo Foundation Board
Member and Thomas McDermott of the Illowa Council.

Board of Managers
The members of the Board of Directors of the Central Trust and Savings
Bank of Geneseo, Illinois, shall act as a Board of Managers of
The Geneseo Foundation.
- Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick

As required,
the Geneseo Foundation
distributes 5% of the market
value on an annual basis
to area applicants.
Board of Managers
Pictured Back, L to R: Dr. Bruce Fehlman, Bryce Chamberlain,
John T. Greenwood, Dr. Michael Gernant, Dr. Roger Pray
Front, L to R: Chairman Todd Sieben, John DuBois, Eric Johnson

www.geneseofoundation.org
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For such other civic or charitable purposes as the board of managers of
The Geneseo Foundation may select from time to time after determining
that such purpose is within its province.
- Excerpt from the Will of George B. Dedrick

Geneseo Historical Society

Geneseo Downtown Streetscape

$126,000.00 Given Since 1988

$125,000.00 Given Since 1988
Working with the city of Geneseo and several
business owners, the Geneseo Foundation
assisted in the downtown improvement
project greatly enhancing the overall
aesthetics and shopping experience.
The new streetscape included partial
brick paver sidewalks, trees, uniform signs
and old-fashioned style street lights.
Mr. Dedrick’s pride was sure to swell with
these improvements to Geneseo’s downtown
and the business owners’ regard of their city.

George Dedrick was proud to call Geneseo
his home and believed it was important for
future generations to understand his town’s
history. The Geneseo Historical Society is
instrumental in telling “Geneseo’s Story” and
ensuring future generations are proud of their
lineage and to call Geneseo their home also.
Additional recipients:
Junior Achievement of the Heartland
Geneseo Community Chest
Black Hawk College East Foundation
Cambridge Historical Society
Atkinson Public Library
Geneseo Endowment for Excellence
in Education

The Geneseo Foundation has the tools and resources to help you
organize your giving so it’s strategic, flexible and effective.
Our foundation managers will work with you to develop
charitable giving plans that fulfill your wishes.

Yes, I’d like more information on how to support the community through the Geneseo Foundation.
Include the Foundation in my
Estate Planning

Name:
Address:

Donor Designed Gifts
Scholarship Information

Phone:

Please Contact Me to
Schedule an Appointment

E-Mail:

Contribute to an Existing Foundation
Scholarship Fund

The Geneseo Foundation
425 US Hwy 6 East
PO Box 89
Geneseo IL 61254
PH: 309-944-5608
FAX: 309-944-1661
E-mail: ibank@central-bank.com
www.geneseofoundation.org

Mail to Central Bank Illinois Trust Division,
PO Box 89, Geneseo IL 61254

What’s New?
Visit our website at
www.geneseofoundation.org
for the most current news,
listing of latest gifts and
scholarship information.

www.geneseofoundation.org

