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An Old-Fashioned Barn Raising
Using age-old techniques and volunteer
manual labor, it was a step back in time
as the Antique Engine & Tractor
Association (AETA) constructed a
timber frame barn on the site of their
new location north of Geneseo. Similar
in design to Midwest barns of the mid
1800s, Trillium Dell Timberworks, in
association with the Timber Framers
Guild, assembled and raised the barn
during the summer of 2009. The large
timber frame barn was constructed from
local white oak and is approximately
48 feet wide by 70 feet long.

10 acres to better access the site from
Highway 92. This new, permanent site
makes it possible for the AETA to
develop facilities necessary to
accommodate the growing interest in
their activities, and allow for expansion
of new initiatives for the future.

Become a Part of the
Geneseo Foundation

By Trillium Dell Timberworks

The Antique Engine & Tractor
Association’s stated purpose is “To
promote the collection, restoration,
preservation and exhibition of gasoline
and oil engines, gasoline and steam
tractors, power driven farm machinery
and other equipment of historical
value.” First organized in 1959, this
non-profit organization has grown to
over 200 members.
The Geneseo Foundation
425 US Hwy 6 East
PO Box 89
Geneseo IL 61254
PH: 309-944-5608
FAX: 309-944-1661
E-mail: ibank@central-bank.com
www.geneseofoundation.org

Antique Engine & Tractor Association
L to R: Dr. Roger Pray, Geneseo Foundation board member;
Chuck Bos, AETA building committee chairman; Bill Cole,
AETA member; Tom Hitzhusen, AETA member; and
Todd Sieben, Foundation board chairman.

In 2008, the AETA received a gift of
40 acres of farmland from Bill and June
Cole for the purpose of developing the
ground as the club’s new home and
show site. Subsequently, the
Association’s long range planning team
developed a capital expansion plan
requiring the purchase of an additional

A two-phase grant totaling $99,000.00
from the Geneseo Foundation was
awarded to the AETA for the purpose
of assisting with the barn raising and
developing the new site. Noting that
the Association’s barn and historic
display educates and celebrates local
history, the Foundation’s Board of
Managers were pleased to support this
dynamic project.
The AETA hosts an annual three-day
Working Farm Show to showcase
and demonstrate equipment from the
early to mid 1900’s. This event is
always held in September, the second
weekend after Labor Day. The
Association plans to host their 2010
show at the new site north of Geneseo.
More information is available at
www.atkinson-engine-tractor-assoc.com.
www.geneseofoundation.org
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John Dedrick Immigrates to Andover
“… John Dedrick
showed his efficiency
by his service, and his
good nature and
uniform courtesy made
him a favorite with all.”
C.O. Lobeck
Son to Otto Lobeck, Owner
Andover General Store

John Dedrick, father of George B.
Dedrick the Geneseo Foundation’s
originator, spent a portion of his
early life living and working in
Andover, Illinois. Born in Sweden
in the year 1835, John Dedrick
immigrated to America at age 16. He
settled in the village of Andover for the
next few years.
When the Civil War began, John
Dedrick was one of the first to answer
President Lincoln’s call for volunteers.
Upon his return from war in 1864,
First Lieutenant Dedrick worked in the
Andover General Store owned by Otto
Lobeck. He soon went into business for
himself and formed a partnership with
John Gustus in Geneseo. Dedrick
would continue as one of Geneseo’s
foremost citizens in the late 1800’s and
early part of the 20th century.

Photo Courteous of Austin Oaks Portrait Studio

Andover Historical Society
The Village of Andover will celebrate its 175th Anniversary
in 2010. A Geneseo Foundation grant assisted with new
welcome signs to the community.

It was John Dedrick who peaked a
business interest in his son, George,
when at the age of 19, he purchased a
1/4 interest in his father’s firm. George
Dedrick would continue on to become
one of Geneseo’s prominent business
leaders and establish the Geneseo
Foundation with his $1,000,000 gift.

A Message from the Chairman
Geneseo and the surrounding area have
been blessed significantly for nearly
fifty years by the annual distributions
of the earnings of the Geneseo
Foundation. Over the years other
community-minded people have added
their resources to Mr. Dedrick’s original
gift of $1,000,000.
Todd W. Sieben, Chairman

The Board of Directors of Central Bank
serve as the managers of the Geneseo
Foundation. We take very seriously our
responsibilities to monitor the
performance of the invested funds and
to carefully select worthy recipients of
annual grants. The quality of life in
Geneseo for both individuals and
organizations has been enhanced
tremendously as a result of these grants.

www.geneseofoundation.org

Whether you are seeking a grant, or
want to make a contribution to the
Geneseo Foundation, please feel free to
talk with us. We would welcome the
opportunity to meet your needs.

“Mr. Dedrick gave a wonderful
gift to the people of this area,
and it has been my privilege
to see that his vision and
his wishes are carried out.”
Todd W. Sieben, Chairman
Geneseo Foundation
Board of Managers
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Foundation Giving and The Economy
What impact has “The Great Recession”
had on the Geneseo Foundation’s ability
to enhance the quality of life for citizens
of Geneseo and the surrounding area?
The short answer is simply, none. The
Geneseo Foundation is on pace to
payout over $300,000.00 in grants again
this fiscal year.
The Central Bank Illinois Trust
Division manages the investments for
The Geneseo Foundation. As a
fiduciary, Central Bank is held
accountable to the highest standards
under The Uniform Prudent Investor
Act. Central Bank implements the
investment approach referred to as
Modern Portfolio Theory, which
requires strict discipline with respect to
the diversification of assets. This
investment process has allowed the
Geneseo Foundation to maintain their

level of support for worthwhile projects
and organizations in our community.
The Board of Managers carefully
evaluates grant applications,
considering the support to non-profit
organizations and the geographic areas
served. This responsibility has taken on
an even higher degree of importance
during these turbulent economic times.
The needs of our local charitable and
non-profit organizations continually
change. The Geneseo Foundation
remains a strong viable resource for
local charitable organizations by
adhering to a disciplined investment
policy. The Foundation’s Board of
Managers continues to honor the values
and causes established by George B.
Dedrick’s original gift.

The Geneseo
Foundation is on pace
to payout over
$300,000.00 in grants ...

Geneseo Park District
A Geneseo Foundation Grant assisted
with renovation of the
Geneseo Community Center
indoor pool and lobby area.

Matching Grants Make Your Donation Go Farther
Atkinson Public Library and the Geneseo Historical Association
The Geneseo Foundation can provide
matching grants to organizations who
may have larger projects. A matching
grant simply means that when you
support a particular project, your
donation goes farther due to the
Geneseo Foundation matching the funds
raised. Currently, the Foundation has
matching grants pledged to the
Atkinson Public Library and the
Geneseo Historical Association.
The Atkinson Public Library is seeking
donations for a remodel and relocation
project underway. The Foundation has
pledged a matching grant of $1.00 for
every $4.00 raised by the library, to a
maximum of $15,000.00. Supporters
may forward their donation to Ninette
Carton at the Atkinson Public Library,
109 South State Street, Atkinson, IL
61235. This matching grant period ends
March 31, 2010.

The Geneseo Historical Association is
also the recipient of a Geneseo
Foundation matching grant; $1.00 for
every $3.00 raised by the Association
to a maximum of $30,000.00. This
grant supports a new Education Wing
addition to the Geneseo Historical
Museum. The matching period for
this grant ends March 31, 2010. If
you would like to support the museum
and make your donation go farther,
contact the Geneseo Historical Museum
Curator, Angie Snook, 205 South State,
Geneseo IL 61254. Visit the museum’s
website at
www.geneseohistoricalmuseum.com
for more information or e-mail
ghmuseum@geneseo.net.

When you support a
particular project,
your donation
goes farther...

When you choose to support matching
grant projects, your commitment
goes farther, thanks to the
Geneseo Foundation.
www.geneseofoundation.org
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Living Gift Donor Reaps Reward

“I was happy to see
my gift at work.”
Helen Henry
The Lyle & Helen Henry
Scholarship Fund

What began as a Living Gift has come
full circle and is now being repaid to
the giver, Helen Henry. In 2007 Glenda
Carius received the Lyle and Helen
Henry Scholarship upon her graduation
from Geneseo High School. With a
goal of becoming a nurse, Glenda knew
that college would be costly, and as a
self proclaimed “average student” with
a good GPA she knew it would be
more difficult.
When Glenda learned of the Henry’s
scholarship and that it required writing
an essay, she knew this was an
opportunity to show more than her
GPA. Mrs. Henry began the
scholarship as a means to help young
people achieve their goals. It is a
scholarship designated for students who
have the ability to succeed, given the
financial opportunity. “It is to give
them a boost in their education,”
Helen states. Naturally upon reading
Glenda’s essay, Helen knew she was
a worthy recipient. Glenda added,
“You don’t think about the cost of
college until you receive your first
invoice. It was then I realized what a
huge gift the Henry’s scholarship was.
It was a weight off my shoulders and
gave me an opportunity I wouldn’t
otherwise have had. It confirmed that
if we look hard enough, the opportunity
to go to college is available.” After
receiving the Lyle and Helen Henry
Scholarship in 2007, Glenda visited
Helen in her home to thank her for the
gift. Glenda remembers, “She was in
her kitchen baking.”
Glenda attended Black Hawk College
her first year and then enrolled in the
Trinity Nursing Program. She will
graduate from Trinity in 2010 and is
considering entering pharmaceutical
sales where she can use her love of

www.geneseofoundation.org

nursing and strong business sense, or
she may continue on and receive her
bachelor degree in Nursing.
As well as being a full time nursing
student, Glenda works part time at
Hillcrest Nursing Home as an Activities
Assistant. In addition to her love of
nursing, she is an avid seamstress
making many of her own clothes.
Glenda feels she can relate to the
residents of Hillcrest Home because
many of them sewed their own clothes
throughout their lifetime.

Helen Henry and Glenda Carius

Upon learning Helen was a resident, she
stated, “It was difficult to see her at
Hillcrest, to go from baking in her
kitchen to nursing home care.
However, it was great to be able to visit
with and give back to Helen. You don’t
often have the opportunity to do that in
life.” Helen was tickled when she
learned Glenda was an Activities
Assistant at Hillcrest. She stated with
a big smile, “I was happy to see my gift
at work.”
Helen selected the Geneseo Foundation
as a vessel to give back to the
community dearly loved by herself and
late husband, Lyle. If you are interested
in establishing a Living Gift or a
memorial scholarship fund through the
Foundation, please contact the Central
Bank Trust Division at 309-944-5608.
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Geneseo Foundation Scholarships
2009 Year
PAY TO
THE ORDER OF

Scholarship Recipients

$59,300.00

Fifty-Nine Thousand Three Hundred Dollars
MEMO

For a Job Well Done!

The Geneseo Foundation

The Geneseo Foundation Board of
Managers believes strongly in the
continued education process and
through the many scholarships
available, students are given an
opportunity to further their education.
All graduating seniors of Geneseo High
School (GHS) who are selected to the
National Honor Society or National
Vocational Technical Honor Society,
and plan to continue their education, are
recognized with a Geneseo Foundation
scholarship. The Foundation separately
recognizes four GHS students annually
with four-year tuition awards.

gift of a scholarship. In addition to
the previously mentioned scholarships,
awards are given from the Ralph and
Dorothy Graham Memorial Scholarship,
the Wilbert and Carol Keppy Memorial
Scholarship, the Lyle and Helen Henry
Scholarship, the Paul A. Peterson
Memorial Scholarship, and the Brad
Schoon Memorial Scholarship.

Congratulations to all
2009 Scholarship
Recipients.

If you are considering the Geneseo
Foundation as an avenue to recognize
the educational achievements and
financial need of students, please
contact the Central Bank Trust
Division at 309-944-5608.

Several Friends of the Foundation have
chosen to honor a loved one through the

Board of Managers
At the direction of Mr. George Dedrick,
the Geneseo Foundation Board of
Managers is comprised of the members
of the Board of Directors of Central
Banc, Inc. We extend our appreciation
to these managers, who have continued
caring for Mr. Dedrick’s gift to the
community since 1961.
Board of Managers
Pictured Back, L to R: Dr. Bruce Fehlman, Bryce Chamberlain,
John T. Greenwood, Dr. Michael Gernant, Dr. Roger Pray
Front, L to R: Chairman Todd Sieben, John DuBois, Eric Johnson

www.geneseofoundation.org
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Foundation Hits a Home Run

“There is a unique
character to this
community ...”
Joe Mickley,
Project Co-Coordinator

With a $100,000.00 grant from the
Geneseo Foundation, a new state-ofthe-art baseball and softball complex is
nearing completion. Located behind
Millikin School in Geneseo, the new
four diamond, wheel design will host
area youth games, the Geneseo High
School Lady Leafs’ softball games, and
attract larger tournaments to the area.
In addition, the complex will include a
press box and concession stand at the
center of the four new diamonds, and a
new parking lot with 120 spots.
Added benefits for fans attending
games at the Millikin Diamonds,
include paved areas, bleachers around
the wheel design, lighting, safety nets
above the spectators’ heads, and parents
with children playing at the same time
on different diamonds can now watch
both games.

Design of Millikin Baseball/Softball Project

With support from the Geneseo School
District and city officials, the project
began in mid-summer 2009. The
Geneseo Foundation’s grant to the
Geneseo School Facility Enhancement
Foundation (GSFEF) assisted with
general expenses of the project. Joe
Mickley, project co-coordinator stated,
“About 1,400 kids utilize these facilities
annually, and we are looking at this to
be a project that will be around for
awhile. We’ve put a lot of effort into
www.geneseofoundation.org

Geneseo School Facility
Enhancement Foundation
L to R: Joe Mickley, project co-coordinator;
Bob Pettit, project manager; and
John DuBois, Geneseo Foundation board member.

making sure this is a clean, safe place
to play ball. Safety is the number one
concern and the driving force behind
the project.”
The Millikin Diamonds have received
approximately 80% of their funding
from individuals and businesses, with
volunteer labor on every aspect of
the project. Mickley added, “It is a
community project and is being
accomplished by volunteers and
gift-in-kind donations. We can’t thank
the volunteers enough who have stepped
up and made this happen. There is a
unique character to this community,
and these are the types of things that
build a community.”
The Millikin Diamonds are scheduled
to be ready for the start of the 2010
Geneseo Lady Leafs’ softball season.
Once complete, the committee in charge
of the project will turn the site over to
the school district, which will take over
the responsibility of maintenance.
If you are interested in supporting this
project through the Geneseo
Foundation, please contact the Central
Bank Trust Division at 309-944-5608.
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Geneseo Foundation Grants, 2008-2009
The Foundation has provided over half a million dollars in grants to
qualified organizations during 2008-2009. Here are just a few of the
local community groups and projects supported ...

$ 100,000.00
99,000.00
60,000.00
Millikin Elementary Computer Lab
Front L to R: Will Sammons and Taylor Smith
Back L to R: Morgan May; Bruce Fehlman, Foundation
board member; and Mrs. Ford, teacher

59,300.00
30,000.00
25,000.00
15,000.00
13,500.00
12,500.00
11,000.00
10,770.00
10,000.00

Hammond Henry Hospital Auxiliary
Front: Payton Taylor Standing L to R: Jessica Taylor;
Mary Ann Vandersnick, Auxiliary President; and
Bryce Chamberlain, Foundation board member

10,000.00
9,000.00
8,000.00
8,000.00
7,500.00
6,000.00
6,000.00
5,500.00
4,000.00
4,000.00
4,000.00
3,500.00
3,000.00
16,050.00

Geneseo School Facility Enhancement Foundation
— Millikin Field Project (2 Year Grant)
Antique Engine & Tractor Association (4 Year Grant)
Abilities Plus—Bringing Home The Dream Campaign
(3 Year Grant)
Scholarships Awarded
Geneseo Historical Association (Matching Grant)
Geneseo Community Park District
— Renovation of Indoor Pool & Lobby Area
Atkinson Public Library (Matching Grant)
Geneseo Development & Growth, Inc.
Junior Achievement of the Heartland
Geneseo Marriage & Family Counseling
Geneseo Community Unit School District
— Geneseo High School Kindles
Geneseo Community Unit School District
— Millikin Elementary Laptop Computers
The Good Shepherd Foundation
Geneseo Art League
Rebuilding Together Geneseo/Cambridge
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Mississippi Valley
Geneseo Community Chest
Henry County Youth Services Bureau
Hammond Henry Hospital Auxiliary
Royal Family Kids Camp
Honor Flight of the Quad Cities
Geneseo Youth Football
Teen Reach Adventure Camp
Andover Historical Society
Geneseo Community Unit School District
— Geneseo High School Choir Robes & Dresses
Other Grants Given

$540,620.00 Total Grants Awarded
Honor Flight of the Quad Cities
L to R: Bryce Chamberlain, Foundation board member;
Dick Detmer with Honor Flight; and
Carl Walker, WWII Veteran

www.geneseofoundation.org

Grants
Eligible nonprofit organizations
that have a tax exempt status as
a 501(c)(3) may request an
application from the Geneseo
Foundation by calling the Central
Bank Trust Department at
309-944-5608, or visit us online
at www.geneseofoundation.org.

Grant applications are reviewed
monthly by the Foundation’s
Board of Managers. As required,
the Foundation pays out 5% of its
market value on an annual basis
to area applicants. We welcome
requests for assistance.
Application deadlines are the first
of every month.
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The Geneseo Foundation has the tools and resources to help you organize your giving so it’s strategic, flexible and
effective. Our foundation managers will work with you to develop charitable giving plans that fulfill your wishes.

Yes, I’d like more information on how to support the community through the Geneseo Foundation.
Include the Foundation in my
Estate Planning
How Can I Give Now or Later
Scholarship Information
Please Contact Me to
Schedule an Appointment
Contribute to an Existing Foundation
Scholarship Fund

Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-Mail:

Mail to Central Bank Illinois Trust Department,
PO Box 89, Geneseo IL 61254

What’s New?
Visit our website at
www.geneseofoundation.org
for the most current news,
listing of latest gifts, and
scholarship information.

THE
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The Geneseo Foundation
Central Bank Illinois
425 US Hwy 6 East
Geneseo, IL 61254
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