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Giving young people education opportunities continues 
the caring life lived by Lyle and Helen Henry. 

others.  She recalls working for various 

families cooking, cleaning and caring 

for their children.  Helen has always 

been active and continues a vital role in 

the life of the Concordia Lutheran 

Church of Geneseo, where she  

is a member.   

Lyle and Helen Henry have always been 

people of good heart with the simple  

purity of helping others around them. 

Both Lyle and Helen were born in   

Geneseo.  They met at Remours Café in 

downtown Geneseo, a local hangout for 

young singles.  They were married 

nearly 60 years, remaining residents of 

Geneseo the entire time.  Helen still 

lives in the home they built on North 

State Street.  Prior to the home being 

built, Lyle, who was always an 

entrepreneur, grew potatoes on the 

vacant lot. 

Helen Ristau was born and raised on the 

family farm, which was on the East side 

of Chicago Street, south of the Wells 

Street extension corner.  Growing up, 

Helen was familiar with hard work.  

Milking cows and mowing hay with her 

brother was just “all in a days work.”  

Long time friend and neighbor of the 

Henrys’, Roy Joe Klavine commented, 

“Helen’s mother made the best and 

thickest cream.  So thick, you had to dip 

it out with a spoon.” Helen says every 

now and then she gets a call asking if 

she still sells that wonderful cream.  

Roy Joe related, “Lyle and Helen are 

the best neighbors ever.  Lyle and I 

would help each other regardless  

of the need.”   

Work on the family farm kept Helen 

busy, but she always found time to help  

Lyle’s father worked on the railroad so 

was unable to be home with Lyle full 

time.  When a minister friend of the  

family offered a stable home life for 

young Lyle in Rockford, IL, he moved 

there and attended school until his 

Senior year. Helen reminisced that prior 

to moving there, Lyle rode his bike all 

the way from Geneseo to Rockford to 

visit.  Lyle completed his senior year of 

high school at Geneseo.  He worked in 

Stadels 5 & 10 Store and would wash  

(continued on page 2) 
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“I have a lot of respect 

for Lyle and Helen 

because they have 

always been hard 

working, generous and 

supportive of the 

community.” 

Don Klavohn, Geneseo 

cars in the back alley in his spare time.  

His uncle then gave him a job in his 

body shop, which Lyle subsequently  

purchased and operated.   Following 

that, he went to work for Dahl Ford in 

Davenport and attended Bear alignment 

school.  Then he worked for Bestor 

Brothers and ran the body shop.  He 

purchased Maeltzers Frame and Axle, 

and in 1967 purchased the Ford 

dealership in Atkinson, IL.  Lyle and 

Helen owned and operated this business 

for 39 years as the HI Quality  

Ford  Dealership. 

Always one to keep busy, Lyle also had 

a print shop in the basement of their 

home, printing church and  

wedding bulletins. 

Lyle passed away in January of 2006, 

however, the examples Lyle was taught  
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The Henrys (continued) 

in his early years of helping others, and 

the opportunities he was given were the 

building blocks to a lifetime of charity 

and giving.   

Helen met with Mike Kelly of Central 

Bank’s Trust Department to learn about 

ways to honor Lyle’s memory and hard 

work, and give back to the community 

he loved.  Choosing the Geneseo 

Foundation as a vessel to continue their 

giving spirit seemed like a good fit for 

the Henrys.  Lyle and Helen’s funds 

target students that have the ability to 

succeed, given the financial 

opportunity.  

Helen commented, “I wanted to do this 

before I passed away.  I wanted to be a 

part of it.  It is very rewarding to be able 

to choose the scholarship recipients.”   
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A Message from the Chairman 

In 1961, Mr. George B. Dedrick established the Geneseo Foundation.  It is the role of 

the board of directors of Central Bank, who serve as the foundation managers, to 

continue the goals Mr. Dedrick set forth.  That is to assist with the health, education 

and welfare of the citizens of Geneseo and the surrounding area.   

Mr. Dedrick’s vision and generosity has had a great impact on helping many people 

and organizations become successful.   When you choose to give to the Geneseo 

Foundation, the Board of Managers carefully considers where the greatest need may 

be when selecting recipients of Foundation awards.   

“I had the opportunity to meet Mr. Dedrick in 1959.  He was a 

gentleman who always worked hard for the community.  I’m proud to 

be a part of the Foundation’s continuing efforts.” 

Robert E. Schaefer, Chairman 
Geneseo Foundation Board of Managers 
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Advantages of Giving Through 

The Geneseo Foundation 

CONVENIENCE –When you gift or 

contribute to the Geneseo Foundation, 

there are no establishment fees.  

COSTS - As more funds are added to 

the Geneseo Foundation, the effective 

cost continues to decline.  Total costs 

including administration, investment 

management, income tax, legal and 

accounting fees are approximately three 

tenths of one percent annually.  With 

other foundations, investment 

management alone may cost over one 

percent in addition to administrative 

costs assessed. 

CONTROL - Contributors may select 

qualified beneficiaries for their funds or 

direct the Foundation Board of 

Managers to identify community needs.  

If the contributor chooses, the Geneseo 

Foundation Board of Managers  

is responsible for identifying 

community needs as they change 

throughout the years. 

PROFESSIONAL INVESTMENT 

MANAGEMENT - The Geneseo 

Foundation is managed by the Central 

Bank Illinois Trust Department.  The 

Trust Department is held to fiduciary 

standards, the highest level of integrity 

within the investment management 

industry.  From its inception on  

June 20, 1961, the Geneseo Foundation 

value has grown from Mr. Dedrick’s  

$1 million dollar gift, to nearly $8 

million dollars today.   

TAX ADVANTAGES - Contributions 

to the Geneseo Foundation may reduce 

both income and estate taxes for the 

contributor.  Consult your tax advisor. 

Board of Managers, 1960-2008 

At the direction of Mr. George Dedrick, the Geneseo Foundation 

Board of Managers is comprised of the members of the Board of 

Directors of Central Banc, Inc.  We extend our appreciation to these 

managers, who have continued caring for Mr. Dedrick’s gift to the 

community since 1961.   

A.T. Polson 

Lyman Kemmis 

Ira L. Sieben 

Lorren E. Obrecht 

Gilbert J. Pritchard 

Maurice Gernant 

John T. Greenwood 

Kenneth Hutchinson 

Arthur E. Fehlman 

Arthur S. Carlson 

Donald R. Obrecht 

Richard Bayless 

John L. Greenwood 

Wilfred Hinde 

Arthur G. Sieben 

Charles Blankenfeld 

Leroy Lohman 

Eldon Yager 

Dean Urick 

Gerald R. Payne 

… the Geneseo 

Foundation value has 

grown from Mr. 

Dedrick’s $1 million 

dollar gift, to nearly 

$8 million dollars today.  

Darwin R. Knudtson 

Edwin C. Briggs 

Raymond E. Johnson 

Eugene C. Lohman 

A. Dean Decker 

Mark E. Lohman 

Alan C. Anderson 

Current Board of Managers 

Pictured Back, l to r: Dr. Bruce Fehlman, Bryce 

Chamberlain, John T. Greenwood,  Dr. Michael 

Gernant, Eric Johnson. Front, l to r:  John DuBois, 

Robert Schaefer, Todd Sieben 



The Living Gift  

How to Give Now 

There are a variety of assets you can 

select to contribute to the Geneseo 

Foundation today.   

Cash 

Publicly traded securities and 

mutual fund shares  

Real estate 

Other, In Kind 

Cash  -  Usually in the form of a check, 

is a convenient way for you to support 

worthy causes in the community.  Gifts 

of cash also enable you to claim a 

current tax deduction. 

Publicly traded securities and mutual 

fund shares  -  A contribution of 

appreciated securities or mutual fund 

shares may produce significant tax 

savings, while allowing you to be more 

philanthropic than you thought possible.  

That’s because you receive a double 

benefit:  An immediate charitable 

deduction for the full fair market value 

of the donated assets; and an exemption  

to any capital gains tax on  

the appreciation. 

Real Estate  -  Gifts of real estate can 

include a house, apartment building, 

farm, vacation home, commercial 

buildings and income-producing and/or 

non income-producing land.  You may 

make an outright gift of real property 

now or through your estate.  A gift of 

real estate that you have owned for 

more than a year entitles you to a tax 

deduction for the full fair market value 

of the property while allowing you to 

avoid paying capital gains tax.  Gifts of 

real estate typically require certain 

procedural steps including a site visit to 

the property, a qualified appraisal, a 

preliminary title report and an 

environment assessment.  Consult your 

tax advisor.  

Other, In Kind  - Appreciated assets on 

an in kind basis.  

How to Give Later 

While there are many types of assets 

that may be contributed, you may also 

make plans to leave a significant 

contribution to your community in the 

future.  One of the greatest opportunities 

for philanthropic giving occurs when 

you are making other major business, 

personal and financial decisions.  Some 

of these special circumstances include 

writing or revising your will, 

contemplating the sale of a business or 

other major asset, planning for 

retirement, or upon receiving a  

financial windfall. 

The Geneseo Foundation can assist you 

with the following for giving in  

the future: 

Will or Living Trust 

Retirement Plan Assets 

When you are the Executor of a 

person’s Will or Living Trust 

Will or Living Trust  -  One of the 

easiest ways to support your 

philanthropic interest.  A bequest 

through your will or living trust allows 

you to support your community while 

retaining complete control over your 

assets during your lifetime. 

(continued on page 5) www.geneseofoundation.org 
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The savings in estate 

taxes resulting from a 

gift to the Geneseo 

Foundation may be 

dramatic. 



… put your trust in the 

Geneseo Foundation 

Board of Managers to 

use your gift to address 

the most pressing needs 

of the community as 

they may change from 

year to year, and decade 

to decade.   
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How to Give Later (continued) 

Bequests can be a specific dollar 

amount, a percentage of your estate or 

what remains after other bequests are 

satisfied, such as those to family 

members.  The savings in estate taxes 

resulting from a gift to the Geneseo 

Foundation can be dramatic, since 

bequests to the foundation earn a full 

charitable deduction on estate taxes.  

You can give in the form of cash, real 

estate, appreciated stocks, or  

other assets.  

You may choose a specific qualified 

group or organization to benefit from 

your bequest to the foundation.  Or, put 

your trust in the Geneseo Foundation 

Board of Managers to use your gift to 

address the most pressing needs of the 

community as they change from year to 

year, and decade to decade. 

 

Retirement Plan Assets -  

If you are like a growing number of 

Americans, an Individual Retirement 

Account may be your largest single 

asset.  Naming the Geneseo Foundation 

as a beneficiary of your IRA may avoid 

both estate and income taxes and create 

a permanent legacy in your honor. 

When you are the Executor of a 

Person’s Will or Living Trust -  

As an administrator of a person’s estate, 

you have been directed to allocate a 

certain portion of the estate to charity -  

yet maybe the organizations are not 

named, or you simply find the task of 

carrying out the charitable provision 

burdensome.  The estate might also 

contemplate the creation of a private 

foundation, but the amount involved 

may be simply too small to justify the 

extra work.  

Abilities Plus Residential Fund Drive 

The Geneseo Foundation recently announced it is the 

lead gift of the Abilities Plus Residential Fund Drive 

currently underway.   A pledge of $60,000.00 was 

granted towards the agency’s campaign to provide an 

eight bed group home designed specifically for persons 

with disabilities. 

Abilities Plus Residential Campaign Fund Drive 
L to R:  Bob Reade, Campaign Co-Chairman; Robert Schaefer, Geneseo 

Foundation Board Member; Jerry Rux, Campaign Co-Chairman;  

Carol Blake, Abilities Plus Executive Director.   

Abilities Plus Residential Home 



The Living Gift           Page 6 -  Issue 2008  

Geneseo Foundation Scholarships 

The Geneseo Foundation Board of Managers believes strongly in the continued 

education process and through the many scholarships available, students are 

given an opportunity to further their education.   

PAY TOPAY TOPAY TO   
Scholarship Recipients 

$162,200.00 

One Hundred Sixty Two Thousand Two Hundred                                      

April 2006 through May 2008 

  The Geneseo Foundation MEMOMEMOMEMO     For a Job Well Done! 

As recognition of their educational 

efforts, the Geneseo Foundation created 

a scholarship for all graduating seniors 

at Geneseo High School who are 

selected to the National Honor Society 

and National Vocational Technical 

Honor Society, and plan to continue 

their education at the post  

secondary level.  

On May 6, 2008, The Geneseo 

Foundation awarded seventy-one 

National Honor Society Scholarships 

and twenty-six National Vocational 

Technical Honor Society Scholarships 

to the graduating Class of 2008 at 

Geneseo High School.    

In addition to the National Honor 

Society and National Vocational 

Technical Honor Society, the Geneseo 

Foundation awards four Geneseo High 

School students a $4,000.00 per year 

scholarship each, totaling $16,000.00 

over a four year college term.   

The foundation awards two scholarships 

in the amount of $1,250.00 each to 

two students; one from Annawan High 

School and the second from Geneseo 

High School funded by the Ralph and 

Dorothy Graham Memorial Scholarship.   

Through the Geneseo Foundation, The 

Wilbert & Carol Keppy Memorial 

Scholarship presents three $2,000.00 

scholarships per year to a Henry County 

graduate pursuing a degree in 

agricultural or a related field.  In 

addition, the Lyle & Helen Henry 

Scholarship fund awards two $5,000.00 

scholarships to deserving students.  

Also as part of the Geneseo Foundation, 

the Paul A. Peterson Memorial 

Scholarship awards one $500.00 

renewable scholarship per year, and 

new in 2008, the Brad Schoon 

Memorial Scholarship recognized one 

Geneseo High School senior with a 

$1,000.00 scholarship. 

Since 2006 the Geneseo Foundation has 

awarded a total of $162,200.00  to area 

students furthering their  

education dreams.   

www.geneseofoundation.org 
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“The Geneseo 

Foundation was like a 

large umbrella capable 

of managing many 

smaller funds, which 

were similar to ours.” 

Lisa Peterson 

Paul A. Peterson  

Portrait by Image Arts Etc.© 
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Paul Peterson of Bettendorf, Iowa was a 

young man with high moral character 

and integrity.  He was honest, worked 

long hours and provided service to his 

family, church, neighbors and friends.  

He exercised regularly and ate a healthy 

diet to keep his mind and body in top 

shape.  Paul passed away unexpectedly 

on August 18, 2004 at the very early  

age of 30.   

He and his wife Lisa met at Calvary 

Church of the Quad Cities. Lisa 

commented she was attracted to his 

exceptional character.  At the time of 

Paul’s passing they had been married a 

short 11 months. 

Paul’s church benefited from his desire 

to mentor and train youth, in addition to 

his profession of building and 

programming computers.  He had an 

interest in music and Paul’s father-in-

law, Bryce Harthoorn commented, 

“Paul’s band kept on beat with his 

powerful drum playing skills.  Paul 

could get high on good, clean fun.”  He 

was also interested in art, drawing and 

cycling.  Paul would get ready for a bike 

ride and tell his mother Janice, “I’ll be 

right back”, then not return until he and 

his best friend Scott Grissom finished a 

26-mile ride.  His family and friends 

were often surprised by his gifts  

of generosity.   

Paul loved computers, mechanical 

machines and the things they could do. 

He was a computer consultant for 

EXCEL Computer Center.  Paul’s 

business clients such as the Mississippi 

Valley Regional Blood Center, Bank 

Orion and the City of Davenport,  

appreciated his skills and his 

commitment to going beyond what  

was expected.   

Geneseo High School, where Paul 

graduated, was instrumental in planting 

the seeds to what is now the Paul A. 

Peterson Memorial Scholarship.   

Guidance counselor Linda 

VanDerLeest, suggested Lisa and the  

Peterson family speak with Mike Kelly 

of the Central Bank Trust Department to 

discuss the advantages of the Geneseo 

Foundation.  After a lot of research, 

they felt the foundation was like a large 

umbrella capable of managing many 

smaller funds, which were similar to 

theirs.  They were confident the 

Geneseo Foundation would honor their 

wishes and desires in representing 

Paul’s memory. 

Paul had a sharp mind combined with a  

motivation for service that impacted 

those he met.  Scholarship recipients 

chosen mirror these qualities that Paul 

Peterson possessed.  Character and 

service are important factors in the 

selection process.  The Paul A. Peterson 

Memorial Scholarship is intended to 

provide financial aid to students who 

desire to pursue computer studies after 

high school.  Recipients are awarded a 

$500.00 scholarship per year for a 

maximum of 4 academic years.  Lisa 

Peterson and Melinda Grau, Paul’s 

sister, serve as the selection committee 

who review the applicants, make the 

selection and present the awards.  They 

feel it has been wonderful to get to 

know the young people selected.  Lisa 

states, “It is fun sending them cookies 

for finals week, and to pray for their 

success.”  Since 2006, a total of $3,000 

has been awarded to three high school 

students for computer science 

education.   

The Peterson family extends their 

appreciation to the Geneseo Foundation, 

The Geneseo High School 

administration, EXCEL Computer 

Center, family and friends for their 

contributions to the success of the Paul 

A. Peterson Scholarship.  Their ongoing 

support is a fitting tribute to Paul and 

his short, yet remarkable life.   

Contributions to the Paul A. Peterson 

Memorial Scholarship Fund may be sent 

to the Central Bank Illinois Trust Dept. 

P.O. Box 89, Geneseo, IL  61254. 

Paul A. Peterson Memorial Scholarship 



Eligible nonprofit organizations that have a tax exempt status as a 

501(c)(3) may request an application from the Geneseo Foundation by 

calling the Central Bank Trust Department at 309-944-5608, or visit us 

online at www.geneseofoundation.org. 

Grant applications are reviewed monthly by the Foundation’s Board of 

Managers.  As required, the foundation pays out 5% of its market value 

on an annual basis.  We welcome requests for assistance.  Application 

deadlines are the first of every month.    

$500,000 Geneseo Public Library Building Campaign (5 Year Grant) 

  400,000 Geneseo School Facility Enhancement Foundation  

  (5 Year Grant) 

  162,200 Scholarship Awards 

  100,000 Hammond Henry Hospital (5 Year Grant) 

  100,000 Geneseo Performing Arts Council Matching Grant 

  (3 Year Grant) 

  100,000 Abilities Plus 

 50,000 Niabi Zoological Society       

 25,000 Richmond Hill Park Press Box & Concession Stand 

 24,000 Geneseo High School-Science Labs 

    21,500 Junior Achievement of the Heartland  

 19,157 Geneseo Performing Arts Council Matching Grant  

  (3 Year Grant) 

 19,000 Geneseo Development & Growth, Inc.  

 18,000 Geneseo Art League 

    15,000 Good Shepherd Foundation 

   12,000 Rebuilding Together—Geneseo/Cambridge  

 10,000 Henry County Humane Society Building Campaign 

 9,000 Royal Family Kids Camp  

      8,000  Big Brothers & Big Sisters 

 7,500 Geneseo Community Chest 

      7,000  Hammond Henry Hospital Auxiliary 

      6,500  Geneseo Food Pantry Summer Lunch Program 

 5,035 Giant Goose Conservation 

      5,000  Geneseo Fire Protection District-Fire Truck Robotic 

      5,000  Richmond Hill Park Tennis Courts  

 5,000 Aisle of Flags 

 5,000 Henry County Children’s Advocacy Center 

 4,600 Wm. Cole Memorial Cabin 

      3,000  Maple City Band 

 50,897 Other Grants Given 
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Geneseo Foundation Gifts, 2006-2008 
The Foundation has provided over $1.5 million in gifts to qualified 

organizations since April 2006.  Here are just a few of the more 

significant grants awarded... 

Contact Us 

 The Geneseo Foundation 

425 US Hwy 6 East 

PO Box 89 

Geneseo IL  61254 

PH: 309-944-5608 

FAX: 309-944-1661 

E-mail:  ibank@central-bank.com 

www.geneseofoundation.org 

Geneseo High School Science Labs 
L to R:  Geneseo Foundation Board Members Dr. Bruce 

Fehlman, John DuBois, Robert Schaefer, Geneseo School 

District Assistant Superintendent Dr. Joni Swanson, Central 

Bank Sr. Trust Officer Mike Kelly, and Foundation Board 

Member Bryce Chamberlain 

Wm. Cole Memorial Cabin 

Richmond Hill Park 

Baseball Facilities 

Total Gifts Awarded, 2006-2008 $1,697,389 

Grants 



“There is only one 

happiness in life, to love 

and to be loved.” 

Brad Schoon 

I made my decision 

based on how the 

Foundation gives back 

to the community in 

order to support its 

citizens and local 

organizations. 

 Renada Schoon 

Brad and Renada Schoon 

The Brad Schoon Memorial Scholarship 

awarded its first $1,000.00 scholarship in 

May 2008 to Geneseo High School 

graduate Jordan Diehl.  Additionally, 

Brad’s wife Renada made the decision to 

present each scholarship applicant with a 

$100.00 scholarship.  She was so moved 

by the applicants’ essays, she felt it was 

important to acknowledge the connection 

between these applicants and  

Brad’s influence.  

Brad Schoon was born in 1960 and raised 

in Anamosa, Iowa.  He was a 1978 

graduate of Anamosa High School and 

received an undergraduate degree in      

Geology from Cornell College in 1982.  

Brad continued his education and 

received his MBA in Science Education 

from the University of Iowa in 1985. 

Brad first taught high school Earth 

Science and Math for thirteen years at 

West Central School District in Maynard, 

Iowa.  While at West Central he also 

coached football and golf. 

He cared deeply and appreciated the 

community of Geneseo, his colleagues 

and students.  Brad Schoon believed and 

lived his favorite quote, “There is only  

one happiness in life, to love and  

to be loved.” 

Brad passed away on December 16, 2007 

after a courageous battle with Lou 

Gehrig’s Disease.  It was Brad’s wish to 

establish a scholarship fund with 

memorial monies the family received.  

After consulting with Mike Kelly of 

Central Bank’s Trust Department, Renada 

chose the Geneseo Foundation as the 

avenue for giving in memory of Brad.  

Renada says she made her decision based 

on how the foundation gives back to the 

community in order to support its citizens 

and local organizations.  Renada also 

chose Central Bank because of all the 

support they provided in setting up the 

Brad Schoon Benefit Fund. 

Geneseo High School History teacher and 

coach, Dave Aper commented,  “Brad 

was a teacher who was interested in not 

only the academic growth of his students, 

but also their social and emotional 

growth.  This scholarship allows his 

ideals to live on through these students 

who will develop interests in many areas 

and people,  just like Brad did in his time 

with us.”   

The application process for the Brad 

Schoon Memorial scholarship includes a 

brief essay, documentation of pursuing 

further education in any field, a grade 

point average that demonstrates consistent 

effort and responsibility in the classroom.     

Involvement in community service is also 

a consideration. 

Through the Brad Schoon Memorial 

Scholarship students will continue their 

educational journey in Brad’s memory. 

Contributions to the Brad Schoon 

Memorial Scholarship Fund may be sent 
to the Central Bank Illinois Trust Dept. 

P.O. Box 89 Geneseo, IL  61254. 
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  Brad Schoon Memorial Scholarship 

Brad met his wife Renada in 1977.  They 

were high school sweethearts, married in 

1982 and celebrated their 25th anniversary 

on June 28, 2007.  After accepting a 

position as the Earth Science teacher and 

a coach at Geneseo High School, Brad, 

Renada and their daughters, Lindsay and 

Sara moved to Geneseo in 1996.    

Brad never missed an opportunity for a 

good laugh.  He loved music both live and 

recorded, nature and being outdoors, 

motorcycles, his family and his friends.   www.geneseofoundation.org 
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The Geneseo Foundation has the tools and resources to help you organize your giving so it’s strategic, flexible and 

effective.  Our foundation managers will work with you to develop charitable giving plans that fulfill your wishes.    

 

 

What’s New? 

Visit our website at 

www.geneseofoundation.org 

for the most current news, 

listing of latest gifts, and 

scholarship information.   

Include the Foundation in my Estate 
Planning 
 

How Can I Give Now or Later 
 

Scholarship Information 
 

Please Contact Me to  
Schedule an Appointment 
 

Contribute to an Existing Foundation 
Scholarship Fund 

Yes, I’d like more information on how to support the community through the Geneseo Foundation.  

Mail to Central Bank Illinois Trust Department, 

PO Box 89, Geneseo IL  61254 

Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

E-Mail: 


